
15 Total Grants – Twelve $5000 production grants, three $2500 post-production grants 

3 Grantees received two grants 
 

Emend the Mass Media Group was awarded a $5000 production grant and a $2500 post-production 
grant. This is a docuseries titled Reparations Now! The Docuseries. Reparations for Black American 
Descendants of U.S Chattel Slavery is the largest debt this nation has ever accumulated. It is beyond 
time to render repair to this underrepresented, underserved, underrecognized community of citizens. 
The systemic subjection repeatedly placed on Black American populations through discriminatory policy 
and practices is not only immoral it’s unsustainable. EMEND THE MASS MEDIA GROUP implicitly 
understands the urgency needed in providing rapid repair solutions to the most pressing socioeconomic 
injustice facing America today. Producer Kim Mim is a local Sacramento filmmaker who has been an 
active supporter and volunteer for the Sacramento International Film Festival and as a short film 
producer for Sacramento Fashion Week's Fashion on Film Festival. This film is currently in production. 
 

Digital Curanderas Productions LLC was awarded a $5000 production grant. The short film titled Do 
Digital Curanderas Use Eggs in Their Limpias? is being produced by the Sundance Institute's Indigenous 
Film Fellowship. Writer/Director Roberto Fatal, who is also a professor at Sacramento City College 
[Roberto Chacon-Gutierrez], conceived the film as an homage to their Indigenous, Chicano, queer and 
transgender communities in their hometown of Sacramento and also their adopted home in Oakland, 
California. This film will offer 15 internships to students and begins filming 3/25/22. 
 

On Native Ground was awarded a $5000 production grant. The feature film titled Gift of Fear was 
inspired by a documentary film project that On Native Ground has been producing since 2018. While 
interviewing relatives of the victims of the Missing & Murdered Indigenous Relatives in California, 
culminating at a march at Sutter's Fort in April 2021, the stories hit a chord with Jack Kohler and his 
daughter Carly Kohler, who are both actively involved in the documentary. Both have native ancestry 
from the Hupa, Yurok and Karuk tribes and were motivated to write a script, based on the real life 
stories that have affected so many people during this Missing & Murdered Indigenous Relatives 
crisis. This film is currently in production. 
 

Family Events Film Project was awarded a $5000 production grant. For families of all income levels, this 
docuseries will explore locations, parks, trails, local businesses, and underserved areas of Sacramento 
where families can enjoy entertainment. These videos will be produced with the help of local internships 
and those looking for opportunities in the entertainment industry. 
 

Juan Berumen was awarded two $5000 production grants. The documentary is titled Harvesting 
Dreams: Fifty Years of Carnalismo, Chicanismo, and Serving Sacramento. Relatively little has been 
documented about Sacramento’s and the region’s role in the Civil Rights Era of the mid-Twentieth 
Century. This documentary will answer that call and capture a prolific part of US history, including the 
Sacramento region’s role in the Civil Rights Era. This documentary will follow the efforts of a few 
Chicano men who decided to form an organization in 1973 while students at UC Davis. The Machetes 



immediately took on a prominent role, becoming heavily involved on campus and in the Sacramento 
community. For almost fifty years since then, Machete members have quietly risen to high profile 
positions throughout Sacramento and California, while continuing their involvement at UC Davis and 
local communities. Their stories need to be told as it pays homage to the resiliency and values of 
Sacramento and the surrounding region. This documentary begins production 5/2/22. 
 

Orchard Fort, LLC was awarded a $5000 production grant. The TV Series titled Staffed is a situational 
comedy about the immigrant-owner of a staffing agency who is trying to save his small American town 
from blowing away in the gig economy. 100% of production and post-production will be done in 
Sacramento. Our main characters include a Punjabi-American man, a transgender junior executive 
woman, a single expectant mother, and a number of other persons of color, all looking to make their 
way through the new American normal. This TV Series is about who we are now in America -- taking a 
humorous, yet heart-felt look at marginalization, and the threat of automation in this the new post-
Industrialized economy. Above all, Staffed is about the resiliency of the human 
spirit! Sacramento filmmaker Raul Gonzo is known for his quirky, imaginative and colorful work as a 
director, photographer and stand-up comedian. With 17 years of industry experience, Raul is an award-
winning cinematographer for music video and film. This TV series is currently in production. 
 

Continental Drift Media Productions was awarded a $5000 production grant. The documentary is 
titled Hangtown. Through the battle over the Placerville noose and an investigation into land theft to 
establish the Marshall Gold Discovery Park, this documentary investigates California’s little known legacy 
of lynching and land theft, revealing how false narratives of the past continue to haunt communities of 
color today. Director Stuart Harmon has long been drawn to exploring issues around justice in his 
filmmaking career. From covering the women of the FARC guerrillas in Colombia for VICE News, to 
highlighting the plight of the incarcerated during the COVID pandemic for The Intercept, to delving into 
the stories of two impoverished Ghanaian boys for “The Money Stone,” giving voice to those living on 
the margins is a driving force behind his passion. The documentary is currently in production. 
 

MadPix Films, Inc. was awarded a $2500 post-production grant and a $5000 production grant. No Home 
Here is a full-length documentary about the homelessness crisis, centered in Sacramento, using the 
capital city as a microcosm to tell a larger story that unfolds across the state and the country. 
Offering a new perspective in portraying the stories of some of Sacramento’s unsheltered 
individuals, No Home Here raises their voices as conduits to examine the deficiencies in our political and 
social systems. Ultimately, the film will provide innovative solutions to this ongoing crisis, and will 
humanize the unsheltered by giving us an intimate glimpse into their daily struggles and 
triumphs. MadPix, Inc., is a Los Angeles-based production company founded by dedicated, passionate 
filmmakers. This documentary is concurrently in production and post-production. 

 

Title 8 Productions LLC was awarded a $5000 production grant. The “Untitled HIP Project” is a feature 
length independent documentary about Hmong Innovating Politics (HIP), a grassroots organization that 
empowers the Hmong community in Sacramento and the Central Valley. The project looks at HIP’s 
historic founding and examines the impact of the organization and its co-founders in the work they 



continue to do today. Ten years ago in Sacramento, a group of second-generation Hmong Americans, 
fresh out of college, set out to change their world. Their activism and work has since reverberated 
across the state and beyond, and today, a new generation of empowered Southeast Asian youth 
continues to organize and confront pressing issues in their communities. 

 

UpKindness Inc, dba The Atrium was awarded a $5000 production grant. Citizens of Planet Earth is a 6-
episode docuseries that dives into the opportunity to reverse humanity’s harmful habits. Each episode 
focuses on a unique sustainability challenge, that turns into a journey of discovery that flips common 
knowledge. Knowledge is power, and for humanity to protect life as we know it, the Citizens of Planet 
Earth must understand the compounding impact if we are ever to reverse the effects. We cannot solve 
our problems using the same thinking that got us into the problem. 
 
 
Muganzo Entertainment was awarded a $2500 post-production grant. The Big Hysto: A Black Womb 
Revolution is the first documentary film to address the government funded medical racism, sexism, and 
xenophobic experimentation performed on enslaved Africans in the U.S. during the 18th and 19th 
century by slave owners who also served as certified medical doctors. The accumulated generational 
research influenced the ways Black and LGBTQ+ American patients are treated in medical settings 
stemmed from systemic medical discrimination, silencing, and denial of service policies curated by racist 
statistics, metrics, and data outcomes provided from 18th and 19th century physicians. These outcomes 
include government funded sterilization, unauthorized hysterectomies, written statements on unfair 
pain tolerance, the Tuskegee syphilis experiment, and the medical cell theft of Black American Henrietta 
Lacks. The systemic harm repeatedly placed on Black and LGBTQ Americans through discriminatory 
medical policies and practices has now shifted into Black and LGBTQ Americans avoiding urgent medical 
care, delayed diagnoses, untreated illnesses, and miscarriages', and death. Muganzo Entertainment is 
proud to be the first production company to document and address the ripple effects and present day 
impacts on womb holders and birthing people to shine a light on the long overdue need for reproductive 
restoration, healing, and repair. 

 

Goodsides LLC was awarded a $5000 production grant. Lost Neighborhoods - Japantown is a 
documentary short film of incredible stories uncovering the physical victim of urban renewal, anti-
Japanese sentiment, and several other devastating blows. In the early 1900s, Japantown was thriving as 
a vibrant community in the heart of Sacramento, one of the largest on the West Coast. Mapped out 
from 4th street, “J Town” offered Sumo wrestling, baseball, many varied eateries, and life-giving 
medicine. After the forced incarceration of Japanese Americans, and a wave of anti-Japanese sentiment, 
this vibrancy fell. Not long after, redevelopment in the city core erased most physical traces that such a 
neighborhood even stood there at all. “What’s left of J Town?” - This is the question we will ask each 
individual on screen, to hopefully create a platform for catharsis, unpack urban renewal and resiliency, 
and give us reasons to celebrate 

 

 



 

 


